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however, this charge disappeared. Berchtold explained
its omission to Francis Joseph on the ground that the news
of this attack had not been confirmed, and that only one
report had been received about "an exchange of shots of no
great importance, which certainly did not seem to justify
an act of State of such gravity." Thus he had taken it
upon himself to suppress this passage in the telegram,
in the hope that the Emperor would afterwards approve
his action.(7) We are not in possession of any testimony
as to the reaction of Francis Joseph upon this revelation
that his Minister had obtained his signature under false
pretences.
The fact remained that war was declared on Serbia
because she had not given a "satisfactory answer" to
the Austrian Note of July 23rd.(8) And in the examina-
tion of Berchtold's reasons for desiring to invoke any
other ground for the declaration of war, it is interesting
to note that the British ambassador in Austria had already
pointed out that "postponement or prevention of war
with Serbia would undoubtedly be a great disappoint-
ment in this country, which has gone wild with joy at
the prospect of war."(9)
The inevitable result of the Austrian decision (which
it would be more correct to call the Austro-German
decision), the repercussion upon the international situation
of what Eugen Fischer describes as "the decisive act,"(io)
had been foreseen alike in Berlin and Vienna: the armed
intervention of Russia. Berchtold in particular anticipated
this intervention. He instructed his ambassador in St.
Petersburg as to the line of the action to be followed if
it should happen that Russia, "after mature reflection/'
decided to "withstand even the foaming torrent of Slav
solidarity." But what he expected was war.
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